Report from Masonry Heater Seminar “Lithuanian Summer -2013”. 

A two week-long seminar and hands-on workshop organized by non-for-profit association “Kuznetsov’s Stoves” and its Lithuanian partners was conducted in Lithuania June 3-17, 2013. 
Organizers of the seminar: - UAB “ Židiniu Meistrai“ www.zidiniumeistrai.lt and  Ramunas Lekstutis *Kuznetsov's Stoves* Navan Co. Meath, Ireland.

The seminar was covered by the following media companies: 

LRT – Lithuanian Radio and TV, http://www.lrt.lt/ .
 https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/wndECoczRcA?rel=0 ;
Baltic BTV Builder’s Television http://www.statybu.tv.
http://www.statybu.tv/Pradzia-video786-Krosnys;


“Pajurio Naujienos” newspaper :    

http://www.pajurionaujienos.com/?sid=9713&act=exp ;

„Švyturys“ newspaper
The seminar was attended by 33 people from 7 countries: Russia, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Italy, Ireland and Belgium.  Many guests have also visited for a short time during the seminar. 
The seminar was sponsored by several European companies: Lithuanian LODE, http://www.kirpichi-lode.ru/ (brick manufacturer); Austrian RATH http://www.rath-group.com/ (schamotte products and heater materials) and its Lithuanian dealer DEGIS www.degis.lt; Austrian SHIEDEL www.schiedel.lt and its Lithuanian dealer VILPRA www.vilpra.lt (chimney systems). The sponsors provided all necessary building materials for the hands-on workshops.

Hungarian company DELTA futestechnika www.kalyhaajto.hu , UAB Kachel keramika www.kachelkeramika.lt ,  CEDIMA http://www.kachelkeramika.lt/  and UAB "Samoto centras"  www.samotoctntras.lt  provided hardware, fireproof insulating materials and brick cutting equipment. 
The seminar was conducted at the Sodyba VIENKIEMIS homestead that provided excellent living conditions and tasty food to all participants. 
During the seminar, Igor Kuznetsov conducted several theoretical workshops on design and construction of masonry stoves in the System of Free Gas Movement. Seminar’s sponsors had many presentations showcasing their products and technology and led several hands-on workshops on using the products and technologies in masonry heater construction. 
All workshops were translated to English and Lithuanian languages.
Six different unique masonry units were built during the seminar. Design and working drawings for all units were done by Igor Kuznetsov. It was the first seminar to have six masonry heaters built and completely finished during its course. Three of the heaters had heated beds. 

Picture 1 and 2
1.. A heating-cooking complex with an adjustable heat output heated bed was built for a restaurant. The complex consists of: 

1.1 A Russian Teplushka stove with black and white ovens. Black oven can be fired with oven door closed that facilitates cleaner combustion;
1.2 A heater with a black bake oven with drying chamber
1.3 BBQ
It should be noted that all fireboxes in the complex are connected to a single chimney flue and all units, including BBQ,  can be fired simultaneously. The complex is heated with use if either one of the fireboxes or with simultaneous use of both. Similarly to double-bell stoves, the warmest level of heated mass is below 5ft mark. 

Photo 3 and 4
2. A double-bell heater with a black bake oven, heated bed (where level of heat can be regulated manually) and a hot water heat exchanger was built for a residential building. 
Photo 5 and 6.
3. A heating-cooking complex with curved heated bed (where level of heat can be regulated manually) was built for a Yurt. It consists of:


3.1 A heater with a black back oven;

 
3.2 BBQ;
 
3.3 Tandoori oven
It should be noted that all fireboxes in the complex are connected to a single chimney flue and all units can be fired simultaneously. The complex is heated with use if either one of the fireboxes or with simultaneous use of both. Similarly to double-bell stoves, the warmest level of heated mass is below 5ft mark. 

Photo 7 and 8.
4. Хлебная печь двухъярусный колпак ХК 3х5 для дома. 
 A double-bell double-wall (full firebrick core) heater 77х129 сm was built for a residence. This design can be taken as the basis for many modifications such as a heater with a built-in fireplace on one of the sides or at the back; a heater with a heated bed; with a fireplace and heated bed; a Teplushka heater and others. All options can also have hot water heat exchanger and can be faced with different materials such as stucco etc. For this reason, this design may become very popular in Lithuania and other areas.
Photo 9 and 10.
5. Back yard pizza oven with an integrated roof. In contrast with a standard pizza oven this oven is fired with closed door that facilitates cleaner combustion and faster heat-up.
Photo 11 and 12.
6. Russian Steam Sauna stove БИК РС 5,5х5,5 bricks (141х141сm). The sauna stove has closed stainless steel box for rocks that is used to generate high-quality superheated steam (320 -350 С ͦ) required in authentic Russian Steam Sauna. It also has high output hot water heat exchanger  and is made easily serviceable  and reparable without need to commission an experienced heater mason.

During the last decades, open fireplaces became much more popular in Lithuania and gradually encroached on the masonry heater market. However, people are discovering that masonry heaters are more suitable for Lithuanian climate and European fireplaces do not produce enough heat for their needs while consuming significantly more wood.  Therefore, interest for masonry heater technology in Lithuania is rekindling and demand for quality heaters is growing. It was noted by many participants.
photo IMG_0557.JPG
Great interest for Igor Kuznetsov’s work that was expressed by all seminar’s attendees can be explained by the growing demand for quality designed and built masonry heaters in European countries and Russia and ever rising traditional energy prices. Lack of experience in design and construction of quality contemporary heaters brings people to such seminars, where they find excellent opportunity for hands-on learning of basics and also of more advanced techniques and solutions, which they can learn participating in construction of unique one-of-a-kind projects under guidance of the designer. 

All participants have learned enormous amount of information and acquired lots of new skills during this intense two-week seminar. Everyone expressed their gratitude for the organisers, presenters and workshop leaders, indicating their desire to come for future seminars. Continuing a tradition, Igor Kuznetsov presented every participant with a Certificate of Seminar’s Completion.
We are thankful to all people in different countries who supported and facilitated start of work in the field of use of renewable energy sources in Lithuania. Masonry heaters are one part of such work, and being low-cost systems, they present an excellent opportunity for future development in this direction.  Non-for-profit Association “ Kuznetsov’s Stoves” will be supporting this work. 

Executive Director 

Non-for-profit Association “ Kuznetsov’s Stoves”
И.А. Александров
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